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ABOUT WS5A

WSATs a global network of start-ups, entrepreneurs, thought leaders, mentors, jurors, IT experts,
governments and international organisations.

WSA works in joint with national eminent experts in over 180 UN member states
WSA aims to select and promote local digital innovation with high impact on improving society

Organized in the framework of the United Nations World Summit on the Information Society (UN WSIS)
supporting the UN Post-2025 Sustainable Development Agenda

Conducted since 2003 by a not-for-profit organisation based in Austria, Europe
Diverse, democratic, inclusive and highly competitive award system
following the UN model. 1 nomination / country / category.

600 high quality nominations from 120 countries / year

Recognizing the world’s most innovative digital solutions with a strong impact on society
WSAis a worldwide quality seal

Encouraging young entrepreneurship and digital creativity
International events, workshops, seminars and meetings throughout the year

\isibility local - regional - global
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WSA & THE UNITED NATIONS

WSIS Action Lines

(1. The role of public governance authorities and all stakeholders in the promotion of ICTs for development
(2. Information and communication infrastructure

(3. Access to information and knowledge

(L. Capacity building

(5. Building confidence and security in the use of ICTs

(6. Enabling environment

(/. ICT Applications:
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(8. Cultural diversity and identity, linguistic diversity and local content
- World Summit Award awards local content and accepts applications in all local languages

WSA Chairman Prof. Peter A. Bruck
with Houlin Zhao, SG ITU

9. Media with H.E. Mukhisa Kituyi, DG UNCTAD
with H.E. Ahmad Alhendawi,
(C10. Ethical dimensions of the Information Society UNSecretary General's Envoy on Youth

C11. International and regional cooperation
- World Summit Award works with a global network in all UN member states and strengthens regional networks through regional awards and meetings
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WSA Context wWSA

WSA is a unique awards system, selecting and promoting local digital innovation with high impact on improving
societu.

WSA has been initiated in 2003 by Austria in the framework of the UN World Summit on the Information
Society (UN WSIS) held in Geneva. The declared aim of the conference was to make Information and
Communication Technology (ICT) accessible to everyone and to bridge the digital divide.

The WSA categories are implementing \WSIS Action Line C/.

—

E-govgmment % E %
E—busm_ess % — ¥
E-learnlng J GOVERNMENT & HEALTH & LEARNING & ENVIRONMENT & o \WORLD SUMMH AWARD
E_hea|th L] CITIZEN ENGAGEMENT WELL BEING EDUCATION GREEN ENERGY S V)

— = - NMOBILE
E—emplogment 5 /\ r CON I NT TN
E-environment < E Q — (g A
E-agriculture g ANE e ¢ : :
E-science J o U TR e AR

\WSA outlines its strategy to put the UN Sustainable Development Goals into action.

ZERD GOODHEALTH QUALITY GENDER CLEANWATER DECENTWORK AND
HUNGER AND WELL-BEING EDUGATION EQUALITY AND SANITATION ECONOMIC GROWTH
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WSA Mission
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The challenge is and remains worldwide: Bridge the worldwide divides.

Be it disparities in the access to water and energy, gender inequality
and education opportunities, or differences in regards to access to information
- the global divides are manifold and affect us all.

FPurpose driven, digital content and technology has the potential
to create a more equal, just and sustainable society.

WSA focusses on digital innovation solving local challenges
enabling a positive, sustainable value for society.

\WSA combines an ongoing series of international events and activities
with a global network of start-ups, social entrepreneurs, mentors, jurors,
speakers, experts, government leaders, academia and civil society.

WSAIs an international platform for cutting edge examples on
how |CTs can have an impact on societu.
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WSA Process

WSA YEARLY PROCESS

L0 oo in 182 countries organize local pre-selections
(contests, expert committees) to select the best local digital solutions
and submit them to the global WSA call.

1 submission / country / category

~600 SUBMISSONS

from 120+ countries
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Online Jury 8
100+ international experts 8—
(multi-stakeholder, gender- ?
balanced) evaluate all entries online g
<
via the WSA database 5
o
‘ WSA SHORTLIST \ ®
Sachi \/\/ickramage, WSA Expert: ~ 20 projects / WSA category and presented to the WSA Grand Jury v
. [=
” . Grand Jury Meetin o)
WSA contributes to the UN T _ UI_ : g S
Sustainable Development Goals PRI e 3
agenda by giving an opportunity to T T D
digital innovators from over 180 UN dernocratic process
countries to showcase their ability to 40 WSA WINNERS
aC.CEI.Efate DQS’UVE’ Social Impact b%/ awarded at the WSA Global Congress March
aligning their work to the 17 SDCs. 2021
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